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Mission 

The St. Joseph Public Library provides our community physical and virtual gathering spaces to access information, education, and 

recreation.  

Vision 

The St. Joseph Public Library offers our community a window to the past and a gateway to the future.  

Values 

The St. Joseph Public Library values: 

ACCOUNTABILITY. We are dedicated to delivering on our commitments and the sound stewardship of our taxpayer dollars.  

EXCELLENCE. We are courteous professionals who strive to create extraordinary experiences for our community. 

EQUALITY. We are free and open to all people and ideas.  We treat everyone with respect and compassion. 

INNOVATION. We are always learning.  We continually explore new ways of doing things better and doing better things. 

PASSION. We love the library, we love St. Joseph, and we love what we do. 

TEAMWORK. We build connections and celebrate the diversity of our experiences. 

ShelfLife is published five times a year by the St. Joseph Public Library.  Issues:  Feb-Mar, Apr-May, Jun-Aug, Sept-Oct, and Nov-Jan.  

All programs subject to change due to weather, lack of sign-up, etc. Check the online calendar for the most up-to-date information. Attendance 

at    St. Joseph Public Library programs, events or public spaces constitutes consent to be photographed for use in print and/or electronic  

publicity for SJPL. If you do not want us to use a photo of you or your child, please tell the library staff member coordinating the event PRIOR to 

the program.   

St. Joseph Public Library’s Mission, Vision & Values: 

sjpl.lib.mo.us/calendar
http://www.sjpl.lib.mo.us
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September - October 2025 | 3 Registration may not open until 30 days prior to event. 

A Message from Your Library 

 During September and October you are invited to participate in St. Joseph’s second annual community 

read, sponsored by St. Joseph Reads. The 2025 We Read book is The Midnight Library by Matt Haig. You can 

pick up free copies of the book right now (while supplies last) at our libraries, the Rolling Hills Library, The 

Den, and other places around town. You can also check out print or digital copies from either library. The novel 

explores mental health, second chances, and the lives we might have lived. The kickoff event will be at The 

Story Collective on Saturday, September 13 from 1 to 3 p.m. Several different We Read events will be held 

throughout St. Joseph. SJPL is hosting a community book discussion at the East Hills Library on Wednesday, 

October 8 at 2 p.m. To find out about other events related to We Read 2025 please visit stjosephreads.org/

weread 

Be sure to visit any SJPL location in September to help us celebrate National Library Card Sign Up Month. This 

year’s theme is One Card, Endless Possibilities. We are replacing lost library cards for free during the month, 

handing out mints when you visit, and holding prize drawings at all the branches. Babies and children up to 6 years 

old can win the book “The Smart Cookie” by Jory John along with an adorable stuffed cookie. To go along with the 

sweet theme, kids and teens from 7 to 17 can win a $25 gift card to Dunkin Donuts and adults 18 and above can win 

a $25 gift card to Country Cookie. 

I am excited to announce that the St. Joseph Public Library Foundation is hosting the 5th Annual Books, Beers & 

Boos Fundraiser. This year the event will be held at the Downtown Library on Friday, October 10 from 5-7 p.m. This 

is an event for adults 21 and over and supports the SJPL Foundation. The Foundation, in turn, supports SJPL. It has 

funded a number of one-time projects at the various libraries, including upgrading the theater equipment at both the 

East Hills and Washington Park libraries and funding murals in the Children’s Departments at both the Carnegie and 

Downtown libraries. 

Be sure to mark your calendar for the Annual Friends of SJPL Fall Book Sale. This year’s sale is Saturday, October 

18 through Wednesday, October 22. The sale will be held in the Book Sale space at the Downtown Library. Shop 

early and often for great bargains on books, movies, puzzles, and 

more. 

Keep reading the newsletter to find out more details about these 

and other great programs and events happening at the St. Joseph 

Public Library in September 

and October.  

  

Donations: 

The Coffee Club in 

memory of Roy Brown 

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Kling  

in appreciation of the 

Lifetime Arts Creative 

Aging Class 

Donations to purchase 

Spanish-language 

materials in honor of 

Whitney Lanning’s 

birthday: Jazzabelle 

Boutique, Citlali 

Gomez, Jerrad Hardin, 

Whitney Lanning, 

Brenda Lesback, Jill 

Smith, Diane Waddell 

 

 

Library Volunteers: 

 

Shirley Blakeney 

Raph Crouse 

Sterling Murray 

Jack Phillips  

Luka Poet 

Shiloh Poet 

Matthew White 

  

Thank You 
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Mary Beth Revels 
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4 | ShelfLife 

Family Art Night: Ghost 
Family Portrait  R 

Families can create art together at this 

family art night! Just in time for spooky 

season we will be creating Ghost Family 

Portraits.   

East Hills  Library                           

Monday, September 29          5:30 p.m.  

 

Bats!  R 

Ms. Shelly from the Remington Nature 

Center will be teaching us about bats! 

With 14 species of bats who call Missouri 

home, there is no shortage of interesting 

things to learn about our only flying 

mammal. Come join us as we separate 

fact from myth in this educational and 

fun look at these mysterious creatures of 

the night. Best for grades K - 6. 

East Hills  Library                           

Wednesday, October 8               6 p.m.  

 

Creatures by Theresa: 
Halloween Animals  R 

Come see some live animals dressed in 

costume! Creatures by Theresa Zoo and 

Rescue takes in small animals that have 

been abandoned or released by their 

owners.  

These animals are used in educational 

programs and they allow you to meet 

their animals up close. The costumed 

animals are adorable!  

East Hills  Library                               

Friday, October 31             2 p.m.  

East Hills 

Programs marked R require registration at sjpl.lib.mo.us/calendar 

We had so much fun during 

this year’s summer reading 

program! 



 

Downtown 
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Left: Cine de Noche at the Carnegie Library. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grandparents’ Day  R 

Come and listen to the story The Truth 

About Grandparents by Elina Ellis and 

then paint a portrait with some of your 

favorite people, Grandmas and Grandpas!  

Downtown Library                            

Sunday, September 7          1 p.m.  

 

 

Pebble Art  R                                    

Do you enjoy making unique art projects? 

Join us to create amazing art using 

pebbles, sticks, and other materials!   

Downtown Library                           

Wednesday, September 10        4:30 p.m.  

Sleeping Bag Snack  R 

Come and enjoy the fun of making a 

sleeping bag craft that you can eat!   

Downtown Library                               

Friday, September 19             10 a.m.   

 

Scary Stories to Tell in the 

Dark  R 

Come and experience a spooky telling of 

Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark by Alvin 

Schwartz that is sure to keep you up at 

night!  

Downtown Library                               

Wednesday, October 8          4:30 p.m. 

Pet Ghost in a Cup  R 

Pet ghost in a cup is a creative snack that 

adds a bit of spooky fun to a delicious 

treat.  

Downtown Library                               

Friday, October 31        10:30 a.m.  

September - October 2025 | 5 For full program descriptions, visit sjpl.lib.mo.us/calendar 
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2025 Summer 

Teen Lock-In at 

the Downtown 

Library! 

Washington Park 
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e
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n

s
 

Evening Bingo   

Try your luck, enjoy great 

company, and play for a 

chance to win exciting 

prizes—no library card 

required!  

This is for Teens and Adults, 

ages 12+. 

Event dependent on at least 

8 people participating, so 

bring a friend. 

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, October 23          

5:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

Falling for Crafts   

Leaves are falling and 

creativity is calling! We will 

make festive fall projects and 

enjoy cider and seasonal 

treats. For Teens and Adults.  

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, October 30              

5 p.m.  
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Adult Yoga R 

Rejuvenate your mind and body. All 

shapes, sizes, and abilities welcome. 

Please bring your own yoga mat.  

Carnegie Library                              

Tuesdays                                        5:30 p.m.   

September 2 - October 28  

 

Tea Time with Jenny  

Bring your own craft (crochet,            

cross-stitch, knitting, etc.) to work on 

while sipping tea.  

Carnegie Library                              

Saturdays                                     10:30 a.m.   

September 13 & October 11  

 

Coffee & Crafts  R 

Join us as we sip some coffee and paint 

bricks to look like books.   

Carnegie Library                             

Saturday, October 4                   10:30 a.m.  

  

Spanish Club for Adults 

Practice Spanish in a judgment-free 

setting.  

Downtown Library                          

Mondays                                            5 p.m.                

September 15 & October 20 

 

Classically Speaking: 
Forewords, Afterwords, and 
Other Words in Children’s 
Literature 

Join Dr. Mike Cadden for "Before the 

Beginning and After the End" as he 

discusses how children's books initiate 

readers into the culture of books and 

prepare and challenge readers to 

understand what a book is.   

Downtown Library                            

Saturday, September 20                   1 p.m. 

 

Classically Speaking: 

Dinosaurs, Mammoths, & 
Hominids - Oh My! A Glimpse 
of Pre-Historic Missouri 

What was in the area that we call 

Missouri?  What roamed through these 

lands before humans? When did humans 

arrive in Missouri?  Join Sarah Elder, 

manager of the Remington Nature 

Center, as we discover the answers to 

these questions and more by taking a 

quick peek into Pre-historic Missouri. Be 

sure to fasten your seat belts, as we are 

going to attempt to cover approximately 

500 million years in 45 minutes or less.  

Downtown Library                            

Saturday, October 18                        1 p.m. 

 

Adult Coloring Night 

Calm your mind by coloring. Come 

create and socialize with us. The library 

will provide supplies, but you can bring 

your own if you would like.   

East Hills Library                                

Mondays                                        5:30 p.m. 

September 8 & October 13 

 

No-Till Gardening  R 

Tilling a garden is a lot of physical work, 

and it is not always the best thing for the 

garden soil either.  Dr. Todd Higgins, MU 

Extension Field Specialist in Horticulture, 

will discuss techniques for gardening 

without tilling the soil on an annual 

basis.  

East Hills Library                                

Saturday, September 13                 10 a.m.  

 

Bingo Night 

Join us for a fun-filled night of Bingo!  

Will you get the lucky numbers and win a 

prize?   

East Hills  Library                           

Mondays                6 p.m. 

September 15 & October 20 

 

Casual Commander Club 

This is a club for all those who love 

Magic the Gathering. Bring your own 

Magic the Gathering commander 

format* deck to battle and destroy your 

friends and strangers. In this casual, 

multiplayer format, you choose a 

legendary creature to serve as your 

commander and build the rest of your 

deck around their color identity and 

unique abilities.  

*The deck must have 100 cards, 

including your commander, and power 

level 8 and under decks recommended. 

Time to destroy your enemies!   

East Hills Library                          

Thursdays                                      6 - 8 p.m. 

September 25 & October 30 
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Downtown 



‘Gilmore Girls’ Game & Gab  R 

Are you Team Jess or Team Logan? Stars 

Hollow Festival or Friday Night Dinner in 

Hartford? 

Join resident Gilmore Girls super fans, 

Misty and Kari, for an evening of games, 

gabbing, prizes, and all things Gilmore.  

East Hills Library                                

Monday, October 6                           6 p.m.  

 

The Midnight Library Book 
Discussion 

As part of St. Joseph Reads' We Read 

2025, join us at the St. Joseph Public 

Library for a book discussion of "The 

Midnight Library" by Matt Haig.  

East Hills Library                                

Wednesday, October 8                   2 p.m. 

  

Happy Little Trees - Bob Ross 
Birthday Bash   R 

To celebrate Bob Ross’s birthday 

(10/29/1942), we will be following along 

with one of his videos, and having a 

birthday cake in his honor.  

East Hills Library                                

Wednesday, October 29                   6 p.m.  

 

 
 

Slay Crochet! - Crochet Club    

Join us for Slay Crochet, a teen and adult 

crochet club. We’ll provide all the 

materials and teach the basics and more, 

so you'll leave with some new skills! 

Washington Park Library                            

Thursdays                                            5 p.m. 

September 11 & October 9 

 

Snacks & Stacks 

Enjoy free snacks, share about your 

favorite reads, and dive into puzzles, card 

games, and adult coloring in a relaxed, 

cozy setting.  

Washington Park Library                            

Thursdays                                            2 p.m. 

September 18 & October 16 

 

Paint, Sip, Relax   R 

Enjoy a stress-free painting experience 

while sipping on refreshments—no 

experience needed, all materials 

provided.  

Washington Park Library                            

Thursday, September 25         5:30 p.m. 

 

Evening Bingo  

Try your luck, enjoy great company, and 

play for a chance to win exciting prizes—

no library card required! This is for Teens 

and Adults, ages 12+. Event dependent on 

at least 8 people participating, so bring a 

friend. 

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, October 23          5:30 p.m.  

 

Falling for Crafts   

Leaves are falling and creativity is calling! 

We will make festive fall projects and 

enjoy cider and seasonal treats. For Teens 

and Adults.  

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, October 30          5 p.m.  

Washington Park 
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East Hills 

Creative Aging Art Club 

Drop in to socialize and work on whatever 

your current project is! Annie Corrington, 

owner of Art Attack Studio, will offer her 

expertise for any questions or issues you 

have in regards to your artwork. Basic art 

supplies will be available for use. $5 fee 

each week, cash only, for the artist.  

On the third Thursday of each month, Ms. 

Annie will teach a class on an artistic skill. 

On September 18, she will teach 

'reflections.' On October 16th she will 

teach 'faces.' These classes have a $10 fee, 

cash only, for the artist. 

Geared towards the senior community 

(ages 55+), but all adults are welcome. 

East Hills Library                                     

Thursdays                                              10 a.m. 

September 4 - October 30  
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All Ages 

Date   | Time              Title                    Page 

9/6     | 8 p.m. Saturday Cinema: Harry and the Hendersons                          9 

9/13   | 8 p.m. Saturday Cinema: The Pagemaster                          9 

9/27   | 8 p.m. Saturday Cinema: Fried Green Tomatoes                          9 

10/4   | 8 p.m. Saturday Cinema: Hocus Pocus                           7 

10/18 | 1 p.m. Spooktacular Crafternoon        4 

 

Children & Parents 

 

Adults 

Date | Time              Title                    Page 

9/13   | 10:30 a.m. Tea Time with Jenny       10 

10/4   | 10:30 a.m. Coffee and Crafts       10 

10/11 | 10:30 a.m. Tea Time with Jenny       10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All Ages 

Date   | Time              Title                    Page 

9/12   | 6 p.m. ¡Lotería en la Biblioteca!        4 

 

Children & Parents 

Date   | Time              Title                    Page 

9/7     | 1 p.m. Grandparents’ Day         5  

9/10   | 4:30 p.m. Pebble Art          5 

9/19   | 10 a.m. Sleeping Bag Snack         5 

10/8   | 4:30 p.m. Scary Stories to Tell in the Dark        5 

10/15 | 4:30 p.m. Frankenstein Craft         7 

10/31 | 10:30 a.m. Pet Ghost in a Cup         5 

 

Teens 

Date     | Time              Title                    Page 

10/17   | 6 p.m. Teen After Hours       8 

 

Adults 

Date | Time              Title                    Page 

9/15   | 5 p.m. Spanish Club for Adults       10 

9/20   | 1 p.m. Classically Speaking: Children’s Literature     10 

9/22   | 5 p.m. Friends Book Club Downtown      12 

10/10 | 5 p.m. Books, Beers & Boos SJPL Foundation Fundraiser    11 

10/18 | 1 p.m. Classically Speaking: Prehistoric Missouri     10 

10/20 | 5 p.m. Spanish Club for Adults       10 

10/25 | 7 p.m. Haunted Library Fundraiser       13 

10/27 | 5 p.m. Friends Book Club Downtown      12 

 

 

 

All Ages 

Date  | Time              Title                    Page 

9/6     | 10:30 a.m. Book Buddies Reading Dogs        4 

9/21   | 1 p.m. Interactive Movie: Hotel Transylvania                          7 

9/29   | 5:30 p.m. Family Art Night: Ghost Family Portrait                          4 

10/4   | 10:30 a.m. Book Buddies Reading Dogs        4 

10/8   | 6 p.m. Bats!                             4 

10/13 | 5:30 p.m. Movie: Frankenweenie                           7 

10/19 | 1 p.m. Interactive Movie: Hocus Pocus                           7 

10/22 | 4:30 p.m. Poké Party                             4 

10/31 | 2 p.m. Creatures by Theresa: Halloween Animals       4 

 

Children & Parents 

Date   | Time              Title                    Page   

9/18   | 6 p.m. LEGO Club          5 

10/2   | 5:30 p.m. Dyslexia Awareness: Dyslexia Simulation       5 

10/9   | 6 p.m. Dyslexia Awareness: What Is Dyslexia?       5 

10/16 | 6 p.m. Dyslexia Awareness: Supporting Children with Dyslexia      5 

10/16 | 6 p.m. LEGO Club          5  

 

Teens 

Date | Time              Title                    Page 

9/14 | 4 p.m. Teen After Hours         8 
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East Hills 

Downtown 

Carnegie 

Storytime                            Page 6 

    Wednesdays, September 3 - November 26 | 10:30 a.m. 

Preschool Storytime          Page 6 

    Tuesdays, September 2 - November 18| 10 a.m.    

Toddler Time          Page 6 

    Wednesdays, September 3 - November 19| 10 a.m. 

Pre-K Play           Page 6 

    Fridays, September 5 - November 21| 10 a.m. 

Storytime en Español           Page 6 

    Tuesdays, September 9 - November 18| 1:30 p.m.    

Storytime           Page 6 

    Thursdays, September 4 - November 20| 10:30 a.m. 

Yoga                            Page 10 

    Tuesdays, September 2 - October 28 | 5:30 p.m. 

Friends Fall Book Sale                           Page 13 

    Saturday, October 18 - October 22 | 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. 
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Adults  

Date   | Time              Title                    Page 

9/8     | 5:30 p.m. Adult Coloring Night       10 

9/13   | 10 a.m. No-Till Gardening       10 

9/15   | 6 p.m. Bingo Night       10 

9/16   | 10 a.m. EH Friends Book Club       12 

9/17   | 6 p.m. Boggy Creek Bigfoot of Arkansas        7 

9/25   | 6 p.m. Casual Commander Club      10 

10/6   | 6 p.m. ‘Gilmore Girls’ Game & Gab      11 

10/8   | 2 p.m. St. Joe Reads: The Midnight Library Book Discussion    11 

10/13 | 5:30 p.m. Adult Coloring Night       10 

10/20 | 6 p.m. Bingo Night       10 

10/21 | 10 a.m. EH Friends Book Club       12 

10/29 | 6 p.m. Happy Little Trees - Bob Ross Birthday Bash     11 

10/30 | 6 p.m. Casual Commander Club      10 

 

 

 

Children & Parents 

Date   | Time              Title                    Page 

9/2     | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Back-to-School- BINGO     5  

9/9     | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Racoon Craft      5  

9/16   | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Bird Is the Word     5  

9/23   | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Hedgehog Craft      5  

9/30   | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Movie & Popcorn     5  

10/7   | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Awesome Apples     5  

10/14 | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - On the Farm      5  

10/21 | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Pumpkin Painting     5  

10/28 | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Halloween Crafts     5  

 

Teens 

Date   | Time              Title                    Page 

9/11   | 5 p.m. Slay Crochet - Crochet Club       8 

10/9   | 5 p.m. Slay Crochet - Crochet Club       8 

10/23 | 5:30 p.m. Evening Bingo                           8 

10/30 | 5 p.m. Falling for Crafts        8 

 

Adults 

Date   | Time              Title                    Page 

9/4     | 2 p.m. Book Club: BYOBook                         12 

9/11   | 5 p.m. Slay Crochet - Crochet Club     11 

9/18   | 2 p.m. Snacks & Stacks      11 

9/25   | 5:30 p.m. Paint, Sip, Relax!      11 

10/2   | 2 p.m. Book Club: BYOBook                         12 

10/9   | 5 p.m. Slay Crochet - Crochet Club     11 

10/16 | 2 p.m. Snacks & Stacks      11 

10/23 | 5:30 p.m. Evening Bingo                         11 

10/30 | 5 p.m. Falling for Crafts      11 

 

 
 

Adults 

Date    | Time              Title                    Page 

9/9      | 6 p.m. Final Girl Book Club       12

  -Geneo’s Pizza: 809 Francis St.        

9/20    | 4 p.m. Afternoon Tea Book Club      12

  -Alchemy Tea Co.: 617 Felix St.                                                          

9/24    | 6 p.m. Virtual Murder, She Read Book Club - Zoom     12 

10/14  | 6 p.m. Final Girl Book Club       12

  -Geneo’s Pizza: 809 Francis St.                                                            

10/17  | 6 p.m. Horror Trivia: Presented by Final Girl Book Club      7

  -Remington Nature Center                                            

  1502 MacArthur Drive                                                                 

10/18  | 4 p.m. Afternoon Tea Book Club      12

  -Alchemy Tea Co.: 617 Felix St.                                                            

10/29  | 7 p.m. Virtual Murder, She Read Book Club - Zoom     12 
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Washington Park 

Virtual & In the Community 

Friends Front Row Tuesday Night Film Series                                   Page 9 

    Tuesdays| 6:30 p.m. 

Creative Aging Art Club                                   Page 11 

    Thursdays, September 4 - October 30| 10 a.m. 

East Hills 

Coming in November 
 

Board Game Swap 

East Hills Library                              

Saturday, November 1                                     

10 a.m.    

Bird Friendly 
Community 

East Hills Library                              

Saturday, November 1                                     

1 p.m.    

Storytime                            Page 6 

    Mondays, September 8 - November 17 | 10 a.m. 



LIBRARY LOCATIONS 

Carnegie Library | 816-238-0526 

Downtown Library | 816-232-7729 

East Hills Library | 816-236-2136 

Washington Park Library | 816-232-2052 

316 Massachusetts St. 

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Tues., Thurs. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

927 Felix St. 

Sun. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Mon. - Thur. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

502 N. Woodbine Road 

Sun. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Mon. - Thur. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

1821 N. 3rd St. 

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tues., Thurs. 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Follow the Library on social media! 

facebook.com/stjoepubliclibrary 

instagram.com/stjosephpubliclibrary 

instagram.com/teensread.sjplmo 

tiktok.com/@stjosephpubliclibrary 

tiktok.com/@sjplarchives 

youtube.com/stjosephpubliclibrary 

pinterest.com/library1902 

Outreach Office: 
927 Felix St. 

St. Joseph, MO 

S.T.A.M.P.S. is a monthly email that features a complete list of the 

upcoming month’s programs and events at all four branches of the St. 

Joseph Public Library.   

To sign up, visit sjpl.lib.mo.us and click on the “Newsletters” link at the 

top of the page. Select the newsletters that interest you, enter your email 

address, then click submit. It’s that simple! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stjoepubliclibrary
https://www.instagram.com/stjosephpubliclibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/teensread.sjplmo/
https://www.tiktok.com/@stjosephpubliclibrary
https://www.tiktok.com/@sjplarchives
https://www.youtube.com/@StJosephPublicLibrary
https://www.pinterest.com/stjosephpubliclibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/stjoepubliclibrary
https://www.pinterest.com/stjosephpubliclibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/stjosephpubliclibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/@StJosephPublicLibrary

