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Mission 

The St. Joseph Public Library provides our community physical and virtual gathering spaces to access information, education, and 

recreation.  

Vision 

The St. Joseph Public Library offers our community a window to the past and a gateway to the future.  

Values 

The St. Joseph Public Library values:                 

ACCOUNTABILITY. We are dedicated to delivering on our commitments and the sound stewardship of our taxpayer dollars.  

EXCELLENCE. We are courteous professionals who strive to create extraordinary experiences for our community. 

EQUALITY. We are free and open to all people and ideas.  We treat everyone with respect and compassion. 

INNOVATION. We are always learning.  We continually explore new ways of doing things better and doing better things. 

PASSION. We love the library, we love St. Joseph, and we love what we do. 

TEAMWORK. We build connections and celebrate the diversity of our experiences. 

ShelfLife is published five times a year by the St. Joseph Public Library.  Issues:  Feb-Mar, Apr-May, Jun-Aug, Sept-Oct, and Nov-Jan.  

All programs subject to change due to weather, lack of sign-up, etc. Check the online calendar for the most up-to-date information. Attendance 

at    St. Joseph Public Library programs, events or public spaces constitutes consent to be photographed for use in print and/or electronic  

publicity for SJPL. If you do not want us to use a photo of you or your child, please tell the library staff member coordinating the event PRIOR to 

the program.  

St. Joseph Public Library’s Mission, Vision & Values: 
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Mary Beth Revels 

A Message from Your Library 

 The St. Joseph Public Library has been sharing books and information since 1890, when the citizens of St. Joseph voted to 
establish and fund a Public Library. 

 For 126 years and counting, sharing books and other materials continues to be at the heart of what we do. Plenty of 
people still come into the library to check out physical materials, but more and more people are turning to e-content for 
convenience. Some of our e-content providers changed in the new year so I thought a rundown on what we offer would be helpful. 

Blackstone Unlimited: eAudiobooks that are always available to check out. 

CloudLibrary: eBooks and eAudiobooks. We are a member of a small consortium of libraries and we try to purchase copies of 
adult bestsellers. Bonus: wait times for bestsellers are typically shorter than on Libby. 

Hoopla: always available eBook, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, and streaming music, movies, and television. Hoopla charges us for 
every checkout so each cardholder has a monthly checkout limit, and the library has a monthly spending cap too. This is a 
popular service, so if you get a message that you can’t check out what you want, try again the next morning.  

Kanopy: streaming movies and TV shows. Stream on your device: phones, tablets, computers, and smart TVs too. 

Libby (app) also known as Missouri Libraries to Go (desktop version): eBooks, eAudiobooks, eMagazines, and some streaming 
services like The Great Courses, Craftsy, Qello Concerts, and Indieflix. You’ll find lots of bestsellers here too but wait times 
can be long because we are a member of a large consortium. Check CloudLibrary to see if the wait time is shorter!      

Tumblebook eBooks are animated, talking picture books that entertain and also teach kids the joy of reading.  

 I am not sure the library has been offering programs for all of our 126 years, but they are an essential part of our services 
now. From preschool storytimes to programs about navigating adulthood, to art classes, cooking classes, crafts, movies and more. 
We regularly provide programming six days a week, and sometimes even seven!  

 We also frequently partner with groups and organizations for programs or events. March is Developmental Disabilities 
Awareness Month, and we are partnering with Progressive Community Services to show the documentary The Ride Ahead. The 
movie is about Samuel Habib, who is a typical 21-year-old, itching to move out, start a career, and find love. He must also navigate 
the challenges of thriving with a disability. Join us on Thursday, March 5 at 6 p.m. at the East Hills Library for the movie and a short 
question/answer session afterward. 

 Did I mention we also offer computers, copiers, printers, and Wi-Fi? Visit one of our four St. Joseph Public Library locations 
and find out for yourself all we have on offer.  

 

                                        Director 

Library 

Volunteers: 

John Grimes 

Shirley Blakeney 

Natalie Clary 

Diego Gonzalez 

Luka Poet 

Jadyn Reynolds 

Briley Thompson  

Doveny Wise 

 

Library Donations: 

Margaret Redmond 

 

Friends of SJPL Donations: 

Kathy Bravo in memory of            

 Pamela Hughes-Finley  

 

SJPL Foundation Donations: 

Anonymous in memory of              

 Judge Merril Steeb 

Linda & David Berger 

Mary Ann Bibens in memory of 

 Calvin  Bibens 

LuAnn & Michael Cadden 

Martha Chesney 

Bobbie Cronk 

Kathleen Davison 

Robert Douglass in memory of 

 Anne Parkinson Douglass 

Susanne Eichenmueller 

Karen Foley in memory of John Foley 

Deloris Foster 

Steve Goldring & Bob Wennerston 

Leila Hicks in memory of  

 Shirley Lawrence 

Craig & Judith Hutton in memory of  

 Laura Hutton 

Dr. Sharon Kosek in honor of  

 Mary Beth Revels 

Kathy Kountz 

Erik McGuire 

Bill & Judy McMurray 

Carol Moya 

Judy & Phil Mullins 

Nancy Nelson in memory of  

 Gilbert & Maxine Pickett 

Kelly & Mark Tighe 

Lorene Walker 

Rhea Williams 

Brenda & Steven Zwaschka 
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Library News 
  



Washi Tape Valentine Cards 
R 

Join Erika and make beautiful 

Valentine's cards using Washi Tape. We 

will have lots of supplies on hand. This is 

a great program for families with 

children 5 years old and older. All ages 

welcome, children must be 

accompanied by their adults. 

Downtown Library                               

Monday, February 9      4:30 p.m.  

¡Lotería en la Biblioteca! 

Join us for a fun night at the Downtown 

Library playing Lotería (Mexican Bingo)! 

You don't have to speak Spanish to win 

prizes, enjoy snacks, and have a fun 

night at the library during this program 

that's sure to have everyone 

shouting  ¡Buenas!  

Downtown Library                                 

Friday, March 13        6  p.m.  

 

 

Book Buddies Reading Dogs 

The Book Buddies Pony Express Therapy 

Dogs, in partnership with the East 

Hills Library, are offering children a way 

to improve their reading skills in a 

unique and fun environment. This 

program utilizes therapy dogs as the 

listeners for children of all ages and 

reading levels.  Drop in anytime during 

this 90 minute session.  

East Hills Library                               

Saturday, Feb. 7 & Mar. 7      10:30  a.m.  

Puzzle Swap 

Do you love to do jigsaw puzzles? We do 

too! But what do you do with the ones 

you have completed? Now's your 

chance to swap some you have done for 

some new to you puzzles! Just bring a 

puzzle (or two, or three) and we'll swap 

with each other.  

East Hills Library                               

Sunday, February 8        1:30  p.m.  

 

Movie: The Ride Ahead 

Progressive Community Services and     

St. Joseph Public Library are partnering 

to show The Ride Ahead (2024, 1 hr. 37 

min.). There will be popcorn and a brief 

discussion afterward.   

East Hills Library                                 

Thursday, March 5        6  p.m.  

 

Family Pi(e) Day R 

Celebrate Pi day with Pie! Bring your 
family and create delicious mini no-bake 
pies together.  

For all ages, please register as a family 

and note how many will be participating. 

East Hills Library                               

Saturday, March 14              2 p.m.  

 

East Hills 

 

 

All Ages Programs 
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All Ages Programs 

Noche de Cine en Familia 

Super Mario Bros.: la película 

(2023, PG, 1 hr. 32 min.) 

East Hills Library                                 

Friday, February 27    6  p.m.  

Do you love playing Super Smash Bros. on 

the Nintendo Switch? Do you want to    

challenge others to see who you can beat?   

Sign-in begins at 1:30 p.m., tournament 

begins at 2 p.m. Feel free to bring your own 

joycons or pro controller.   

Super Smash Bros.        
Tournament (unofficial) R 

 

East Hills Library                                 

Saturday, March 21        1:30  p.m.  

Habrá palomitas gratis, pero puedes traer tus 

propios bocadillos y bebidas con tapa.  

The Super Mario Bros. Movie in Spanish with 

English subtitles. We will provide free popcorn. 

Family Art Night 

Mario Shadow Box   R 

 

East Hills Library                                 

Monday, March 30          5:30  p.m.  

The Super Mario Galaxy Movie comes out later this 

week, so get ready by creating a Super Mario theme 

shadow box. Each family will work together to create 

one shadow box to take home. We will have a door 

prize for one lucky family to win a gift card to         

Hollywood Theater to see the movie.   

February - March 2026 | 5 Registration may not open until 30 days prior to event. 
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Children’s Programs 



 

 

Children’s Programs 
 

 

Heart Art  R 

Come and make beautiful artwork with 

little skill needed. We will be using 

household objects to create heart art. 

Downtown Library                            

Wednesday, February 11            4 p.m.  

 

The Day It Rained Hearts  R                                    

Enjoy a reading of The Day It Rained 

Hearts by Felicia Bond, then create a 

fun tissue paper craft inspired by the 

story’s raining hearts.  

Downtown Library                           

Monday, February 16         11 a.m.  

Leprechaun Garden Trap  R 

Let's catch a leprechaun! Have fun 

making a trap to snag that tricky fellow 

and learn a bit of folklore on the side. 

Downtown Library                               

Wednesday, March 11          10 a.m.   

Basic Origami for Kids R 

Learn the basics of folding paper to 

create fun and unique creations. 

Downtown Library                               

Wednesday, March 18          4 p.m. 

 

 

Valentine Box Workshop                                      

Do you need a Valentine box for your 

school party? Come make it with us at 

the library! We'll have boxes and 

supplies to cover them, you bring your 

creative ideas.   

East Hills Library                           

Thursday, February 5                6 p.m.  

LEGO Club                                      

Come meet with fellow LEGO 

enthusiasts each month for various 

LEGO challenges.   

East Hills Library                           

Thursdays, Feb. 19 & Mar. 19       6 p.m.  

Downtown 
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East Hills 

Tricky Tuesday!             

Washington Park Library                4 p.m.  

Tuesday, February 3  

                   Dogs                 

Tuesday, February 10   

             Valentine’s Boxes  

Tuesday, February 17  

                 Winter Animals     

Tuesday, February 24   

             Kindness        

Tuesday, March 3  

             Happy Birthday, Dr. Seuss 

Tuesday, March 10  

                    Birds       

Tuesday, March 17  

              St. Patrick’s Day    

Tuesday, March 24  

                     Cats  

Tuesday, March 31  

             Weather    

Baby Signs    R                                 

Caregivers with babies from 6-15 months 

old will learn how to use simple ASL signs 

to help their baby communicate.          

Registration required.  

East Hills Library                                     

Mondays 9:30 a.m.                                   

February 2-23                 

Washington Park 



East Hills 

 

 

Downtown Washington Park 

Teen Programs 
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Above: TAB holiday party! 

 

 

                                              

Teen After Hours:              

Anti- Valentine’s Day R 

Tired of all the lovey-dovey stuff all 

around? Wanna break a couple hearts 

(literally) and play some games with 

friends? Join us for this year's anti-

Valentine's party!  

Downtown Library                                 

Friday, February 13            6 p.m. 

 

Teens Taste: Will It Waffle? R 

Come together to help us answer the  

age-old question... Will it waffle? What 

do mashed potatoes, grilled cheese, 

skittles and brownie mix taste like when 

put through the waffle maker?  

Downtown Library                            

Monday, February 16            12 p.m.  

 

Fiction Addiction Writing Club                                      

Do you love to write and want to foster 

that love with others who love the same? 

Join us for Fiction Addiction writing club.  

Downtown Library                            

Thursday, February 19                3:15 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chess Club                                  

Teens and adults of all skill levels are 

invited to the East Hills Library to meet 

with others who share a passion for the 

game of Chess. Let's learn and play 

together!  

East Hills Library                               

Thursdays, March 5 & 19            6 p.m. 

Super Smash Bros. 

Tournament (unofficial) R    

Do you love playing Super Smash Bros. 

on the Nintendo Switch? Do you want to 

challenge others to see who you can 

beat? Join our Super Smash Bros. All 

Ages Tournament! Sign-in begins at 1:30 

p.m., tournament begins at 2 p.m. Feel 

free to bring your own joycons or pro 

controller.  

East Hills Library                               

Saturday, March 21          1:30 p.m. 

Teen After Hours: Game 

Night R                                 

Join us for a night of gaming fun! Video 

games, board games, group games, 

parachute games, and playground games 

are all possibilities.  

East Hills Library                               

Sunday, March 29            4 p.m. 

 

 

Slay Crochet! Crochet Club                                     

Ready to stitch, slay, and create? We’ll 

provide all the materials and teach you 

the basics and more, so you'll leave with 

some new skills!  Come stitch, chill, and 

slay with us!   

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, Feb. 12 & Mar. 12            5 p.m.  

Mosaic Coasters  R                                   

Join us to craft a mosaic coaster 

masterpiece using ceramic tile and 

broken plates. All supplies provided.  

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, February 26                5:30 p.m. 

Evening Bingo                                      

Try your luck, enjoy great company, and 

play for a chance to win exciting prizes.  

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, March 26                     5:30 p.m.  
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Adult Programs 
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Adult Programs 
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Getting Crafty  

Bring your current craft project to 

work on while chatting with other 

crafters.  

Carnegie Library                            

Saturday, February 7    10:30 a.m.  

Watercolor Painting  R                                    

Want to create beautiful paintings 

using watercolors but don't feel 

confident enough to jump in without 

guidance? Each program will be a 

gentle introduction to basic techniques 

with beautiful results.  

Downtown Library                           

Mondays, Feb. 2  Mar. 2      10:30 a.m. 

Monday, Feb. 16             2 p.m.  

     

Indian Cooking with 
Neelam  R                                    

Join us to learn how to make a 

delicious chickpea curry dish with 

vegetable pulao. Neelam will show us 

techniques to get the most delicious 

flavors in this vegetarian dish!  

Downtown Library                           

Tuesday, February 10                   3 p.m.  

 

Sewing Machine Basics  R                                    

Have you always wanted to try using a 

sewing machine without having to pay 

hundreds of dollars to buy one? We 

will have several available for you to 

sew a very simple pillow that you will 

get to take home.  

Downtown Library                           

Monday, March 9                   4 p.m.  

Classically Speaking: 
Women & Power in the 
Middle Ages  

Medieval women are often portrayed 

as damsels in distress who needed a 

bright shining knight to rescue them, 

existing with no rights or power of 

their own. Join Dr. Paula Hayward as 

she outlines the basis for these 

medieval tropes and shares the reality 

of the power that medieval women 

possessed in the legal system as well 

as in their everyday lives.   

Downtown Library                               

Saturday, March 21          1 p.m.   

 

Reading Middle Earth R 

Are you ready for an adventure? Join 

Dr. Paula Hayward this year as we take 

a literary journey through Middle 

Earth reading The Hobbit and The Lord 

of the Rings. Discussion questions and 

further readings will be available. 

Downtown Library                            

Tuesday, March 24            5 p.m.  
 

Basic English for Non-
English Speakers  R 

Regardless of what language you 

speak, TEFL certified instructor, Anne 

Kiske, will teach you basic English for 

free. Registration is for all six classes. 

Skills will build on previous sessions.   

Downtown Library                               

Wednesdays, March 25 - April 29         

   4:45 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adult Coloring Night 

Adults can join us to calm your mind 

by coloring. Come create and socialize 

with us. The library will provide 

supplies, but you can bring your own if 

you would like to.  

East Hills Library                            

Mondays, Feb. 9 & Mar. 9       5:30 p.m.  

 

Casual Commander Club   

This is a club for all those who love 

Magic the Gathering. Bring your own 

Magic the Gathering commander 

format* deck to battle and destroy 

your friends and strangers. In this 

casual, multiplayer format, you choose 

a legendary creature to serve as your 

commander and build the rest of your 

deck around their color identity and 

unique abilities.  

*The deck must have 100 cards, 

including your commander, and power 

level 8 and under decks 

recommended. Time to destroy your 

enemies!   

East Hills Library                          

Thursdays                                   6 - 8 p.m. 

February 12 & 26                                               

March 12 & 26   

Carnegie 

 

 

Adult Programs 

Downtown 
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East Hills 

Right: We learned how to  

stamp tea towels at the 

Downtown Library! 
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East Hills 
 

 

Bingo Night                         

Join the East Hills branch for a fun-filled 

night of BINGO! Prizes will be provided 

by the library.  

East Hills  Library                           

Mondays, Feb. 16 & Mar. 16        6 p.m.  

 

Seed Starting Workshop  R                                    

Come learn how to start your own seeds 

from Master Gardener, Todd 

Higgins, Field Specialist in Horticulture 

for MU Extension.   

East Hills Library                           

Wednesday, February 18              6 p.m.  

 

True Crime Time: Taking a 
“Stab” at Love in St. Joe  R 

Your resident Spooky Girls, Jenna and 

Marina, are back with harrowing tales of 

tumultuous love turned deadly for this 

bloody Valentine's season.  

East Hills Library                            

Thursday, February 19            6 p.m.  
 

 

Don’t Get Scammed! Online 
Safety for Seniors  R                                    

There are so many ways a person can 

get scammed online. Attend this seminar 

to learn how to protect yourself and 

those you love.   

East Hills Library                            

Tuesday, March 3                   10 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

 

Chess Club                                 

Teens and adults of all skill levels are 

invited to the East Hills Library to meet 

with others who share a passion for the 

game of Chess. Let's learn and play 

together!  

East Hills Library                               

Thursdays, March 5 & 19            6 p.m. 

 

Needle Felted Flowers  R                                    

Adults can try their hand at needle 

felting with the wise guidance of master 

fiber artist, Saundra. We will create 

lovely flowers that can be used as a 

brooch, magnet, barrette, headband, 

etc.  

East Hills Library                           

Saturday, March 21                    10 a.m.  

 

 

 

 

Slay Crochet! Crochet Club                                     

Ready to stitch, slay, and create? We’ll 

provide all the materials and teach you 

the basics and more, so you'll leave with 

some new skills!  Come stitch, chill, and 

slay with us!   

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, Feb. 12 & Mar. 12           5 p.m.  

Coffee & Puzzles                                  

Join us at Washington Park Library for a 

cozy hangout - puzzles, hot drinks, and 

cookies included!  

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, Feb. 19 & Mar. 19           2 p.m.  

Mosaic Coasters  R                                   

Join us to craft a mosaic coaster 

masterpiece using ceramic tile and 

broken plates. All supplies provided.  

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, February 26             5:30 p.m. 

Evening Bingo                                  

Try your luck, enjoy great company, and 

play for a chance to win exciting prizes.  

Washington Park Library                           

Thursday, March 26                5:30 p.m.  

 

 

 

 

Adult Programs 

Washington Park 

Right: Fun making felted 

ornaments at East Hills. 

12 | ShelfLife Programs marked R require registration at sjpl.lib.mo.us/calendar 

Above: Team Toto 

successfully made it out of 

the Wizard of Oz Escape 

Room at East Hills! 
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Adult Programs 
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2/11   | 4 p.m. Heart Art               7 
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3/10 | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Birds           7 

3/17 | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - St. Patrick’s Day          7 

3/24 | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Cats            7 

3/31 | 4 p.m. Tricky Tuesday! - Weather           7 

 

Teens 

Date   | Time Title          Page  

2/12  | 5 p.m. Slay Crochet! Crochet Club           8 

2/26  | 5:30 p.m. Mosaic Coasters            8 

3/12 | 5 p.m. Slay Crochet! Crochet Club           8 

3/26  | 5:30 p.m. Evening Bingo            8 

 

Adults 

Date   | Time Title          Page  

2/5     | 2 p.m. Book Club: BYOBook          13 

2/12  | 5 p.m. Slay Crochet! Crochet Club         12 

2/19 | 2 p.m. Coffee & Puzzles          12 

2/26  | 5:30 p.m. Mosaic Coasters          12 

3/5   | 2 p.m. Book Club: BYOBook          13 

3/12 | 5 p.m. Slay Crochet! Crochet Club         12 

3/19 | 2 p.m. Coffee & Puzzles          12 

3/26  | 5:30 p.m. Evening Bingo          12 

 

 

 

Adults 

Date   | Time Title           Page 

2/6 | 6 - 9 p.m. Boozy Book Fair at The Den             9 

2/7 | 6 - 9 p.m. Boozy Book Fair at The Den             9 

2/10 | 6 p.m. Final Girl Book Club             13 

  -Geneo’s Pizza: 809 Francis St.                                                      

2/21 | 4 p.m. Afternoon Tea Book Club           13 

  -Alchemy Tea Co.: 617 Felix St.                                                          

2/25 | 7 p.m. Virtual Murder, She Read Book Club  - Zoom          13 

3/10   | 6 p.m. Final Girl Book Club             13 

  -Geneo’s Pizza: 809 Francis St.        

3/21 | 4 p.m. Afternoon Tea Book Club           13 

  -Alchemy Tea Co.: 617 Felix St.                                                          

3/25 | 7 p.m. Virtual Murder, She Read Book Club  - Zoom          13 

                                   

 

 

East Hills 

Index 

Friends Front Row Tuesday Night Film Series                                     Page 10 

    Tuesdays| 6:30 p.m. 

Washington Park 

Virtual & In the Community 

Storytime                     Page 6 

    Mondays, February 16 - April 27| 10 a.m. 

 

February - March 2026 | 15 Registration may not open until 30 days prior to event. 



LIBRARY LOCATIONS 

Carnegie Library | 816-238-0526 

Downtown Library | 816-232-7729 

East Hills Library | 816-236-2136 

Washington Park Library | 816-232-2052 

316 Massachusetts St. 

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Tues., Thurs. 11 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

927 Felix St. 

Sun. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Mon. - Thur. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

502 N. Woodbine Road 

Sun. 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

Mon. - Thur. 9 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Fri. - Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

1821 N. 3rd St. 

Mon., Wed., Fri., Sat. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Tues., Thurs. 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

Follow the Library on social media! 

facebook.com/stjoepubliclibrary 

instagram.com/stjosephpubliclibrary 

instagram.com/teensread.sjplmo 

tiktok.com/@stjosephpubliclibrary 

tiktok.com/@sjplarchives 

youtube.com/stjosephpubliclibrary 

pinterest.com/library1902 

Outreach Office: 
927 Felix St. 

St. Joseph, MO 

S.T.A.M.P.S. is a monthly email that features a complete list of the 

upcoming month’s programs and events at all four branches of the St. 

Joseph Public Library.   

To sign up, visit sjpl.lib.mo.us and click on the “Newsletters” link at the 

top of the page. Select the newsletters that interest you, enter your email 

address, then click submit. It’s that simple! 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stjoepubliclibrary
https://www.instagram.com/stjosephpubliclibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/teensread.sjplmo/
https://www.tiktok.com/@stjosephpubliclibrary
https://www.tiktok.com/@sjplarchives
https://www.youtube.com/@StJosephPublicLibrary
https://www.pinterest.com/stjosephpubliclibrary/
https://www.facebook.com/stjoepubliclibrary
https://www.pinterest.com/stjosephpubliclibrary/
https://www.instagram.com/stjosephpubliclibrary/
https://www.youtube.com/@StJosephPublicLibrary

