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PRESIDENT'S' REPORT:

To the Honorable, The Common Council of the City of Saint Joseph :

GENTLEMEN : It becomes my duty to submit to you the fifth annual report
of the Board of Directors of the Free Public Library, including the report of
the Librarian and the several standing committees.

The library year just closed has been one of great prosperity, and it gives
me pleasure to report that the library is steadily increasing in usefulness and
popularity. For a detailed account of its condition and operations, I refer you
to the accompanying report of the librarian,

The library has experienced a great loss in the resignation and removal from
the city of its President, Rev. Henry L. Foote. Mr. Foote was President of the
Library Board from its organization until the date of his resignation, January
3rd, 1895. Very much of its efficiency and usefulness is due to his wise and able
administration of its affairs. Possessed of great executive ability, liberal and
progresgive in his views and deeply interested in the success and prosperity of
the Public Library, he devoted to it willingly and cheerfully a large portion of
his time. His name and memory will be held in high honor for his public-spir-
ited and noble work in promoting the interests of the Free Public Library of
Saint Joseph.

Respectfully submitted for the Board of Directors.
E. B. NEELY,
Acting President.

STATE OF MISSOURI ik
CoUNTY OF BUCHANAN S

Before me, Edward S. Douglas, a Notary Public in and for the County afore-
said, personally appeared E. B. Neely, Acting President of the Board of Direc-
tors of the Free Public Library of Saint Joseph, Missouri, and made oath that
the facts and figures in the Librarian’s Annual Report relating to receipts and
expenditures, contents of Library and books added are correct to the best of his
knowledge and belief.

Given under my hand and seal this 22nd day of May, 1895.

EDWARD 3. DOUGLAS,
[sEAL] Notary Public.
My commission expires Oct. 16, 1896.
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LIBRARIAN’S REPORT.

To the Board of Directors of the Free Public Library :

GENTLEMEN :—I submit the fifth annual report of the Librarian, and the third
that I have presented.
May 1, 1895, the library contained 12,859 volumes, divided as follows:

IREFCTENCE MDOPATHINENT 1« 2'e s 2151 aie e oot e o st e et g o 1,031
Government DEPaTtiient, .. . v« fo e s bieias somiosm o 1,770
Circulating DePartiment .. .. u.u:suetvass s s, fote o 10,058
12,859

During the year 1,551 books were added, as follows:
Bonations At ity Ll upl Ve e, s i 11, ol p L S8, ol 55
Seriglofbomme Aep T G NE I R T B 136
e Government RN R LIRS s e 140
T ey L DR e R . L e B L AT 1,220
1,551

204 volumes were withdrawn, as follows:

o raniin s difarmiestiel i L R 15
S omulgoliie s kit SR SRR R W g U S 177
BBl s L R s ML e R e e L 12
204

The net increase was 1,347,
Books added are classified as follows:

Philosophy, Religion, Arts and Sciences..................... 94
iterattive; Poetny and DEamb., o0 5 s 4 4 0i BT 99
AL R e G S S B B o 16
Witopieanoing o lEPRE Ot i S SR e 35
OGO ot sl e Se W ML IIAE § S e S S S 141
BorndBMabazmess o IR R BE W e 136
T e Rl i o e e s 101
General Works in Reference Department.......... .. ... .. .. 42
BICHON AN FOVERIIOE: ot i) oo o s bt b 08 47
Government PUBHCAtIONS: ¢ -+l 5. s b sates siledss s e o 140
1,551
Receipts and expenditures for the year have been as follows;
Balance in the City Treasurer, May #1894 . .. ... .00 ... $ 3892 82
@ity¥Approntiation feasdi.s L LURROR T LRl 6,788 97
Salaries, Librarian and Assistants ............. .. " " ¢ 3,695 00
anitonsiiE s e Lt R e 240 00
Stalonevyiand Pringing. L. . J,, o0t 2 S EEE T 118 79
Supplement to Catalogue. ... ..b. ...t o 30 00
Postage and Express............ 16 50
MEiseellaneous fln b i s et 117 30
Heatmog BRy Bt e e et B ] T TR BT 176 10
Insuraneel iy, ... st O il VA T L i o 101 20
TRSIO0ES o8 e s s £ Rt DR B S WO S R e 600 00
LI o Do et s Sk - SIS SRt e 0 s 38 80
Uil e A O (R S 458 25
LA, it e n o SRR I e 118 45
BoeksandiBeriodicalls: oo il danio s ol 1,432 176
Balance in the City Treasury May 1, 1895 . .... ... ... .. 35 64

$ 7,181.79 § 17,181 79

q )
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Treasurer’s Report shows:

Balance as per 1ast report...........ooevununnint i $ 855 76
Received from the Librarian,................... .."" 400 00
Iinterestion taccomnti bl U L8 C 0 B Te Ll o e 51 49

Balanee' on hames S 8B Sl b e cae s - $ 1,307 25
May 1, 1894, Balance in Librarian’s hands.............. .. 17 09
Rincse@ollenied i St Tl S T e e 361 80
GraloouesSSold s, 0r . i ae SRR L e 66 55
BroaiVielumes: ki ded S W DR REERE T B s o) TR 7 50
Miseellaneousid e o0 o AURMTR I Bl n L 100 82
Deposited with TLEASUEET . . ook bl mw e s b b oo i $ 400 00
Ingidental Bxpenses o sl e e e 130 27
Money Refunded on Lost Books Found................ " 2 25

Balance on Hand.......................... ... 20 74

$ 5532 § 568 26

The circulation for home use was 108,882, an increase over the previous year
0f7,958. The average monthly circulation was 9,074, and the daily average 8517,
The largest day’s circulation was 823 volumes, Feb. 23, 1895, and the smallest 118
volumes, Oct. 18, 1894. Particulars of circulation and classification of books drawn
are given in Appendix.

Total number of borrowers’ cards in force at the end of the year 4,103, an in-
crease of 237.

Six cards have been issued to blind people who have drawn books in raised
character, which they are allowed to keep for four weeks, Not as many of this
class have taken out cards as we had hoped would do so, but those who have ex-
pressed the pleasure and profit they have received, and the Board should feel well
repaid for the small outlay made for books of this kind.

In January 40 books selected by the Librarian, with the assistance of the prin-
cipal, were sent to the Neely School, to be drawn for home use by the scholars,
under the supervision of their teachers. In February the same number of books
were sent to the Steinacker school. Proper statistics of the use of the books were
not secured till March 1st. Since that time the books at the Neely School have
been drawn for home use 238 times, and those at the Steinacker school 300 times.
T doubt if any other eighty books in the library have been as useful. The experi-
ment made in these schools has proved so successful that I recommend that all the
schools at a distance from the Library be supplied with small selections of books as
rapidly as we can afford it, provided the co-operation of the teachers can be se-
cured. The labor of keeping trace of the books is reduced to a minimum by the
very simplest of records provided by the Library.

A large number of pictures accumulated in the Library have been mounted on
stiff paper and sent in portfolios to the schools for the use of the younger scholars.
These pictures serve to illustrate history and geography lessons, educate the taste
of the little ones and give them pleasure in beautiful things, and have been highly
appreciated by both teachers and scholars.

The use of the Reference department has been very gratifying. 915 books
have been drawn from the Circulating department for reference use in the building.
No other statistics can be given, as the shelves are open to the public without
restriction.

The ladies of the Runcie Club have used the Library quite extensively in their
studies in Grecian history during the winter. Special books have been purchased
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for this course, and references looked up for the topic under consideration from
week to week.

The reading room is supplied with 1 quarterly, 27 monthlies, 1 semi-monthly,
19 weeklies and 8 dailies, a list of which will be found in Appendix.

A second supplement to the finding list, containing about 1,300 titles, was is-
sued in April. This will last, with the help of bulletins from time to time, until
the close of the present year, when it will be necessary to publish a new list of all
the books for circulation.

The “Library Record” was discontinued by the publisher, Mr. W. M. Shirley,
in October. In place of it I have published a bulletin of the new books added
about every two months. This costs about $7.50 for each issue, and is much
more satisfactory to the patrons of the Library than the Record, which printed
with the list of books much matter they cared little for.

A list of 100 good novels published in December has been influential in im-
proving the class of novels read. ;

The assistants have been faithful and efficient. Thanking the Board for its in-
terest and support, and congratulating it on a successful year’s work.

Respectfully Submitted,
H. L. ELMENDORF,

Wa, S 3 T < meinn LIRSy
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Lippincott’s.
Macmillan’s.
Munsey’s.
New England.

North American Review.

Outing.

Overland.

Review of Reviews.
St. Nicholas.
Scribner’s.

Der Techniker (Gift of Pub.)

1

1 Scientific American Supplement.
1 Young People’s Weekly (Gift of

1

2
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LIST OF PERIODICALS TAKEN BY THE LIBRARY.
QUARTERLY. SEMI-MONTHLY.
1 Cyclopzdic Review of Current His— 1 Dial.
LR WEEKLY.
ELafat P 1 Catholic Review (Gift)
1 Harper’s Bazar.
TN 1 Harper’s Weekly.
- Inf,erchange. 1 Harper’s Young People.
S rlantic, 1 Illustrated American.
Blackwood’s. 1 Illustrated London News
Century. [ 1 Journal of Education.
Cosmopoh.tan. 1 Judge.
Currer.lt Literature. 1 Leslie’s Wieekly.
Eclectic. i 1 Life.
Educational Review. 1 Littell’s Living Age.
[Eornw y 1 Nation.
SO D R 1 Perris New Era (Gift of Pub.)
e 1 Publishers’ Weekly.
L'fxdies’ Home Journal. 1 Puck.
Library Journal, 1 School Journal.

Scientific American.

Pub.)
Youth’s Companion.

DAILY.
Daily News (Gift of Pub.)

1 Omaha Bee (Gift of Pub.)

1 West Superior Leader (Gift of Pub.)

(€

«

o
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GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY.
Pamph-
Donor Location Vols. lets.

Apprentices’ Library Company...Philadelphia, Pa 1
Bohemian Benevolent Society...........ccoevvevnennen 1
Brooklyn Library................ Brooklyng N ¥ .. st s an 2
Buchanan County Clerk.......... St. Joseph, Mo............. 1
Gampbell, G Wi oone . 0 egiiin & St. Joseph, MO.....coceuennnn 1
City Comptroller................. St. Joseph, Mo .o cvasicnsin. 1 1
City Library Association......... Springfield, Mass............. 2
CLit, MiSS . Ho.ctiioin s oo s tie s St. Joseph, MO. .o v vvvveeene.. 9
DeBarthe, Joseph................ St. Joseph, MO...... ..o coun.. 1
Enoch Pratt Free Library........ Baltimore, Md. .« .. wxew o imm e 3
Fletcher Free Library............ Burlington, Vt................ 1
Foote, Reve Hillu. . ... opbe 800000 St. Joseph, Mo............... 7 3
Free Public Library.............. Jersey City, NoJ.oovove .. 11
Free Public Library.............. New Haven, Conn,........... 2
Free Public Library.............. Paterson, N. J. .cc ceve camwns o 1
Friends’ Association............. Philadelphia, Pa ............. 1
Grand Rapids Public Schools. .... Grand Rapids, Mich.......... 1
I. O. B. B., Joseph Lodge........ St. Joseph, Mo............... 3
Illinois State Historical ASSO’N........ccurtieveniire cinionnnnn 1
Indian Rights Association........ Philadelphia, Pa.............. 14
Keener, . HUN ... oh il St Jogeph; MOw .. b skl ANl
Teonard, D, Pl .ol oo St. Joseph, MO..coveveeinenann 1
Library Association.............. Portland,Ore. .....ccoocveeune 18
Library Company..........c.o.... Philadelphia, Pa.............. 1
Mercantile Library............... PhiladelphiaPa............... 4
Mercantile Library............... New York City, N. Y.......... 1
Missouri State Departments...... Jefferson City, Mo............ 13 6
National Association of Letter

Carriers, Branch 195........... St. Joseph, Mo. ............... 1
Neumaerker, Rev.R.............. St. Joseph,MO................ 1
Peabody Institute................ Danvers, MasS............c.... 1
Pitts, Dr, Barton. . .. ....ceeeowvos St, Joseph, Mo................ 10 ;
Public LiDTaTy. v - com suime oo o sis Boston, Mass................. il
PUbMCIADEATY - « -6e s sars osia saise Ghicagofdll,  Jo. o v s 2
Public Libranty. o, id .o cieesainins Cleveland; O, . ... so o e shirs 1
Public Tiabrary. & . . coceees chionisose Council Bluffs, Ia............. 1
PUBbIIC JUIDTALY .. .« vio e cve e o iomorssia Dayton, (e s e 1
PUublicIADTATY ek« o o iis mitlemnlsias Detroity Michiig o8 Stk 1
Public LIDTALY i oo orsmasn s bme oo Indianapolis, Tnd............. 2
Public Library...................Lawrence, Ma88 ..c....cc..... 4
Public LIbLary, . ... ... ..oe.vemess Lynn, Mass. ...ocoveevenenees 2
Rablic Tibranye Sl SRR A o000 . Milwaukee, Wis............... 4
BPublic Librawy. . . im0 . Diess e Minneapolis, Minn............ 1
Public LIDTATYe. sy <o cne amme snsae. Providence; R. . ..couee:an.on: 3
Public LABYETY.. . . ot o ioints e iee St. Louis, MO. ................ 1
Public Library..........qoc.ouen.. St Panl, MInn. ... ooo.omtenen s 1
POblic EADTATY. . . b e b s s s o bion Salem, Mass. ... .iucoenceonon il
Bublicliibraryis. .. oo b bk o Sexan tony, Pa, St ir B ss. [ I 3
Public) TLIDTATY, . . ;s suiss s o == Toronto, Ontu. .o e 1
Public Free Library.............. St. Louis, MOu..ouceinr vone oune 1
Ringler, ML J.. 0. e et St. Joseph, Mo................ 1
Robinson, €. N 0. o St. Joseph, MO, .............. 2
St. Joseph Fair Association....... St. Joseph, Mo................ 1
Union Bacific R. TR odetnis o wnbe i s i anthile deie: S n IR 1
United States Government....... Washington, D.C............. 140 86
Warren County Library.......... Monmouth, Ills............... 1
Wisconsin Publie Schools........ Madison, Wis......... et 2
Y. M. C. A. Training Seheol...... Chicago,Ills..........ooovvnn. 1
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Bittinger, Hon. J. L., St. Joseph, Mo., 251 Numbers, Unbound Magazines,
21g years’-file St. Joseph ¢¢ Herald.”’

Cliff, Miss F. H., St. Joseph. Me., 30 Numbers Unbound Magazines.

Fiegenbaum, Miss Mary, St. Joseph, Mo., 12 Numbers, Magazine for the
Blind.

Omaha Bee, Omaha, Neb., 1 copy Daily Paper.

Perris New Era, Perris, Cal., 1 copy Weekly Paper.

St. Joseph Daily News, St. Joseph, Mo., 2 copies Daily Paper.

Superior Leader, Superior, Wis., 1 copy Daily Paper.

Der Techniker, Philadelphia, Pa., 1 copy Monthly Paper.

TREASURER’S REPORT.

GEO. C. HULL, TREASURER, IN ACCOUNT WITH THE FREE PUBLIC

LIBRARY.
DR.
Balance as per last report ......................... R T e B S5 D
IReceivedifiomalibrarion £ n.. bt st et Sl T R D e 400 00
DT o S SR E el o T R T SR e 51 49
Balance pniand e . e et ne b b D 08 g $ 1,307 25

St. JosEPH, May 2, 1895,
Above account examined and found correct.
JNO. DECLUE,

W. H. GORDON.

ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE REPORT.

To Board of Directors of the Free Public Library :

GENTLEMEN:—In accordance with the requirements of the 12th article of
your by-laws, it becomes the duty of your Committee on Administration to sub-
mit at your regular meeting in May a report as to matters under their supervision.

Your committee desire to say briefly that a careful and thorough examina-
tion of the library shows everything to be in good condition. The books are
properly classified and conveniently arranged, and are in as good a state of
preservation as their constant vse will permit The Librarian, Mr.. H. L. Elmen-
dorf, the Assistant Librarian, Miss Lulu C. Senter, and the other assistants, Miss
Cornelia L. Rathbun, Miss Annie M. Perry, Miss Kalliope Ritner, and Mr. Erle
H. Merriman have shown themselves courteous, capable and accommodating,
and have performed their respective duties to the satisfaction of your committee,
and, we believe, the public generally. The excellent order and perfect condition
of every department of the library attest their fidelity and efficiency.

Respectfully submitted,
E. B. NEELY,
B. NEWBURGER, 3
Admistration Committee.
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FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT.

To the Board of Directors of the Free Public Library:

GENTLEMEN : — Your committee on Finance respectfully report that they have
examined the books and accounts of the Treasurer and Secretary and find them
correct.

Receipts and expenditures for the year will be found in the Librarian’s re-
port.

Gro. C. Hury,
W. H. GORDON,
Jxo. DECLUE.

Finance Committee.

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE REPORT.

To the Board of Directors of the Free Public Library :

GeNTLEMEN:—The committee on Building and Grounds respectfully report
that during the year necessary cases for the Library have been put in. An office
for Librarian has been furnished. This room is also used for registry desk, and as
it adjoins the Reference Room, gives supervision of that department without the
employment of extra assistants.

Our thanks are due to the Park Commissioners, who appropriated flowers and
plants for the decoration of our grounds, and to the St. Joseph Light and Fuel
Co. for lighting the building without expense to the city.

JNo. DECLUE,

B. NEWBURGER,

G. W. HENDLEY.
Building and Grounds Committee.

LIBRARY COMMITTEE REPORT.

To the Bourd of Directors of the Free Public Library :

GENTLEMEN:—Your Library committee has carefully examined and approved
the list of books prepared monthly by the Librarian for purchase. Statistics of
the growth and use of the Library will be found in the Librarian’s report.

GEo. C. Hur,
BarTON Prrrs.

Library Committee.

St. JoserH, Mo., APRIL 20, 1895.
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