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6 REPORT OF DIRECTORS OF PUBLIC LIBRARY.

LIBRARIAN’S REPORT.

To the Board of Directors Free Public Library :

GENTLEMEN :—A#t the close of the year, April 30, 1893, the library contained 9,713
volumes, as follows:

Circulating Department . . . . . . . . . .0 L. e e e e e e e 7,812
Reference . . . . . A B s W LR TR i R s e e e s e N 708
Government . . . . . . . . .. .. 1,193
IR QAR G Sl e e - 9,713
There have been withdrawn during the year 110 books, as follows:
Worn Out . Gl | Wbt (IS S SN B 95
Tostiand Paid Fon . et des i aln ol aila s e e i e s e ey e et el s 1§
MisSINg « o ¢ ¢ 2 o 00 e e e
ol e e R R B WA e B L B e R )
Sixteen hundred and ninety-two books have been added as follows:
By Donations SRR Sl e R R A T Shens 2t e IR CEURR TR (B 70
IBVESerials B ot A S s L S R o LS e el ¢ 125
By Purchase . . 1,497
1,692
Books added are classified as follows:
Philosophy, Religion, Arts and Sciences . . . . . . . . . . . . .- e s 167
General Literature, Poetry and Drama. . . . . . . g A R e R
Travel and Description . . . . . . . . . « - . . . . e S A e R 40
B {ozrapliysie s ei i i S T e e e 2 LR N 1)
History.......A.........4..............149
Bound Serials . . . . . . . .. oo e R SN s ShaRs 125
(eIl M it S o i e N e e RS 46
Fiction and Juveniles . . . . . . . - . ..ol SR e W R 3O
Reference Library . . . . - . . . . LR s S R e Eal I SR Y - 80
MRobal Bl o F s o e e L e 1,692

The circulating department has been open every day during the year with the
exception of Sundays and holidays, a total of 305 days. The total number of books
drawn for home use was 92,713, a monthly average of 7,726, and a daily ayerage of 304.
Particulars of the circulation and classification of books drawn are given in Appendix A,

Some comparison of our circulation with that of other libraries may be of interest,
I quote from the second annual report of the Jersey City Free Public Library: ¢The
circulation for home reading, 345,096, or nearly two volumes to each inhabitant, is
larger in prdportion to population than any other library in the United States. The
nearest approach to these fizures has been made at Minneapolis, Minn., where 1.7
volumes per inhabitant were distributed. Newark follows with 1.5 and Detroit W'I'Fh
1.3, while in Chicago and Baltimore, the rate was about 1 volume each.” The rate for
our library is 1.77 per inhabitant, thus placing it second from the figures given.

A comparison of the rates of number of volumes in the library to the total circula-
tion gives us the same position, although the test may not be a fair one, as our number
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of books is so much smaller than the other libraries named. The following figures are
taken from the most favorable and latest reports now at hand and speak for themselves:

Each

Volumes Circulation  Book Out
ey Enty NI I L e 30,845 345,096 11.18
St. Joseph Mo . B S 5 s bk TR L R 9,713 92,714 9.5%
Al ednenysIRe TN ARIEE SR R R 22,232 197,502 8.88
Wos¥Amoeles #@al ' n ol col o ol L e R 29,389 233,363 7.82
Dayren i @hros o & S SO S e a0 996 96,200 3.11
D ebroItMVETCI LS DS SIS e e 5 . . 115,661 315,888 2.73
Rlgvidence, Rl oL 20 ol ol 5 8 e T AL 62,776 86,891 1.38

January 1, 1893, a delivery station was opened at the office of the Daily News. This
was done in an effort to extend the priyileges of the library to some who found the
present location inconvenient. It was rendered possible through the kindness of Mr.
Clinton M..Shultz, who takes the books to and from the library each day, receives and
delivers them without expense to the Board. This delivery station has been open 73
days, and a total of 812 books exchanged, a daily average of 11. The number is much
smaller than was expected when the station was started, but as a careful count shows
that about 150 different people take books in this way, it is thought to be of consider-
able advantage to the Library, and is conducted without expense. The books are
returned to the Library at 12:30 p. m., exchanged and taken to the delivery station at
4 p. m. each day. 3

No account can be given of the number of books consulted in the reference depart-
ment, as both room and shelves are open to the public without restriction. The
number of borrowers’ cards in force at the commencement of the year was 8,825; cards
issued and renewed, 1,561; total 5,386; expired and cancelled, 1,546; total in force
April 30, 1893, 3,840.

The receipts and expenditures for the year have been as follows:

Balance in City Treasury, May 1, 1892 . . . . . . SRt g $ 889 36

City Appropriation . . . . . .. . . . . . .. 6,981 70

$ 7,871 06
Salaries, Librarians and Assistants . . . . . .. . .. $ 3,047 26
Janitor . . . . . SoatetE ot e a ARt : 240 00
ieni i ol @il o g e ST G TR RS RIS L R 630 232 50
Stationary, Printing and Supplies . . . . . . . . e 179 95
Rostageiand Fxpress it it SriTaiiie L i S e s 24 91
Miscellaneous . . . . . . i S R GG 99 25
IRemb S’ (ool S Fenley e s o e e Sl 600 00
Insurance . . . . . o O R S SRR G : 75 00
IREDT A e o A e B S S B O S 70 49
IO OIS s s W e RO B R R A ST L S S S S 32898
Reriodieal=nas Fotn & v w s deaind s Y s S R 222 40
B CIIOTIEEVA s i R T ey e e e G N A 478 75
B EITITE SR S 0 e R R S T 140 64

$ 7,020 08 7,020 08

Balance in City Treasury May 1, 1893 . . . $ 850 98
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Treasurer’s report shows: .

Balance April 30, 92

. o R A Ly e i AL $ 143 10

Received from bemetary and L1hm11an ........... 302 50

Balance on hand April 30, 1893. . . . . . LTS T s et B $ 445 60
May 1, 1892, Balance in Librarian’shands . . . . . . . . . . § 5 58
Recenyedifront Bimes s 8 gt S e o S8 T L, A 309 19
itiaMVIoTuime S e SRR AT L e R e e e L e e sy 5 30
Catalogues Sold S T L i S T SRR O 58 20
Books Lost and Paid for . . . R 16 20
Damaged Books, Extra Cards and all other Recelpts ..... 59 96

$ 454 43 $ 454 43

Deposited with Secretary and Treasurer . . . . . e 02 802050
Vouchers for Incidentals not yet palcl by Clty L B ST 96 22
Incidentals March 18938 . . . AR B SR R 12 90
inCidential SPApTIl g9 3e i Bl BRER e e 10 82
3 422 44 499 44
Mava 1803 Shalan ceronlihand im0 . $ 31 99

One hundred and twenty-five volumes of magazines have been bound, and eight
hundred and four books rebound at an expense of $458 75. This number is very large,
but includes an accumulation from the year before.

A classified list of the books in the circulating department was published October

, 1892, consisting of a single entry of each book under 'its proper class. Since this

publication over a thousand books have beén added to this department, and it will soon
be necessary to issue a supplement.

The Library Record, published monthly independently of the Library by Mrs. L. O.
Weakley, prints each month a list of the accessions and furnishes the Library with
1,000 copies for distribution to its patrons. A list of the new books is also printed in
the Daily News each week.

The reading room is supplied with two daily papers, twenty-four weeklies, two
fortnightly and thirty-three monthlies, a list of which is given in Appendix B. The
use of this department has been very gratifying.

At the request bf the City Council a change was made in the hours of the circulat-
ing department, taking effect February 1, 1893. The hour for opening was changed
from 10 o’clock to 9 o’clock a. m. At present all departments of the library open at 9
a. m. and close at 9 p. m., except on Sundays when the reading and reference depart-
ment only are open from 2 to 6 p. m.

; The intimate relations existing betwecn the public schools and the Library is a
matter for congratulation. Both teachers and scholars, particularly those of the High
School, avail themselves of the privileges of the Library to a very large extent. As
soon as school closes our delivery and reference rooms are fllled with pupils, eager to
obtain books recommended by their teachers and to look up subjects given them for
study. The location of the library in the immediate vicinity of the High School is of
great advantage to both. Some of the teachers have consulted with the Librarian
before assigning reading for their scholars, and some have furnished him with lists of
‘books needed for consultation in the studies being pursued. In the latter case such
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books as were not already in the Library were promptly purchased by the Board. Every
assistance possible is given scholars and teachers by the employes of the Library. Thev:'é‘;
Librarian has invited the co-operation of the teachers in making the library useful and
allows them to draw all necessary books for their own use, and in case the number’
needed exceeds that allowed by the rules, issues the excess on special cards for thes
purpose in his own name.

Many changes have been made in the system and arrangement of the Library which -
tend to accuracy in the records and promptness in waiting on the public. ¢

OQur reference and reading rooms should be so located as to be under the eye of
the library force. Situated as they now are and with the present number of assistants,,}
at all busy times these rooms have to be left entirely alone. It is therefore impossible ';_
to maintain that order and quietness which should at all times exist and guard the library =
property against improper usage. If our present building coulil be altered by taking"
out some partitions, it would remove this difficulty as far as the reference department
iS concerned, besides giving more case room, which will very soon become a necessity.
Should the board ever acquire the property for its own, an addition on the North
would make space for the circulating department,'and the present delivery and case
room could be used for reference and reading rooms, and all under proper superyision.

This is an age of great public benefaction, and from all parts of the country come'
reports of large gifts to public institutions, and among the most prominent are those to
free public libraries. The facts and figures in this report show something of the benefit
our library is to our people, and I trust that the day is not far distant when some of our
wealthy and generous citizens will give the Library a building of its own which will be
a credit to our city and a lasting monument to the name and pubiic spirit of the donor. =

In conclusion I desire to thank the board, one and all, for the hearty support and =
encouragement which they have at all times given me in my work.

Respectfully submitted,

H. L. ELMENDORF,
Librarian.
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Largest Day, February 11, 1893
Smallest Day, December 7, 1892

7,726
304

APPENDIX A—CIRCULATION.
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APPENDIX B—GIFTS TO THE LIBRARY.

Donor

Location

American Uaniterian Association .............
Apprentices Library ..c.ee.oveiicicmeeciion..
Brongon TLibIATY ...cue voee canaasinin ciiesmmehos
Brooklyn LDTATY & . «oeoicinauaavene ot
(Grmonoloinl (CL R o B B S e
CltyioSt JQ8OPh . cuic. i vavi s s ciee
City Library Association......................
Crunden, Fred M . .....ocouniniienviinencennnn
Dayton Public Library..................
Detroit Public Library .............cocee
Enoch Pratt Free Library. ......c.cccoeennnnne
Free Public Library. ... .c.ceeecaes soeonnees
Free Pablic Library.......c.ccceveninneennns
Free Public Library....... «cco.coiiiaiiiein
GordonSHL RS Sl T et e
Joseph Lodge I. 0. B. B ......ccccuunns
Lawrence Public Library ..........ccoeeveenn.
Library COMPANY. .- euiiusoenomionn waasnn osases
Los Angeles Public Library ...........
Mercantile LIDTALY .« oo - scnas seos o le shoaisinne s sie
MG At M) SR S o e e s e 2 e
Minneapolis Public Library............
Penick, Mrs. W. R ....coooniiiiiniainns voane
Providence Public Library .........c...coeuees
RobMcalibrary it nlls (oSt el e
Robinson, Ernest G......c.ooveevioinninnns
Scranton Public Library ... ...........
St. Louis Public Library ...............
Toledo Public Library .......c.eeeeeeeeeeecnnn
Toronto Public Library.....ccceeeveenncnnnn.
University of Denver... ........
Wilmington Institute .................

Warden Public Library ...............

Boston, MaSS. oo .o v snapie et

Philadelphia, Pa..........c.coc.cee
Waterbury, CONM .......ceuenovnnononensescesn.
Brooklyn SLi sl St it s i S oL s
St Josephy Mo ook ool
St. Joseph, MO «..vvtineiniecannin

Springfield, Mass .....c-coeeeiunn.s
St.aliouiasiMoen el NS Uit
Dayton, Ohio.s ... ..eeni veuatiaoan
Detroit, Mich...... ..coccvneneiaecnn
Baltimore, Mdz.. v bt o)

Council Bluffs, Ia..................
New Haven,Conn.........co0oenne
Taunton, Mass ....ueecrnnnnononaenn
Ghicago Il e Sl oS
St.dosepny Mol Sl . st d et

Philadelphia, Pa .........oo.oinnenn

Milwaunkee, Wis.....oovvoeeinicnnn
St. Joseph; Mo . .. cuvevacsansicanne
Minneapolis, Minn ................
St. Joseph, Mo ..o vevtiinvnnenen
Proyidence, R 2000 Tl oss
Columbus, Ohio.........coaaenennnn
St. Joseph, MO ..t ieionar mannioasess
St Joseph, Mo
SCranton; Ph.. . dis casisstsses stsmsnyes
Stlonis, Mo . e
"Toledo, Ohio. .l...uuieeueconenaat

Springfield, Ohio..........cuceeeees

Bohemian Voice, Omaha, Neb., one copy weekly paper.

Campbell, C. L., St. Joseph, Mo., a very large number of unbound magazines.

Jewish Messenger, New York, one copy weekly paper.
Omaha Daily Bee, Omaha, Neb., one copy daily paper.

Robinson, E. G., St. Joseph, Mo., a number of years of the London Illus. News.

St. Joseph Daily News, two copies of daily paper.
St, Joseph Saturday Argus, one copy of weekly paper.

Lawrence, Mass. ... ... cuueeescoen s S A

Los Angeles, Cal. ........coeeeenen]ereninnanne

Toronto, Canada ......cceeeuneesacefoannnss
Denver, Col ....coooeeiiinevanicnnn]icnancanans

Wilmington, Del..........coeieio]icencnrannns
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APPENDIX C—PERIODICALS TAKEN BY LIBRARY.

QUARTERLIES

Quarterly Review of Current History. . s

MONTHLIES

American Teacher.............. ..
Art Interchange.....................
Atlantic Monthly. ... ...............

Alremaie.deo L

Blackwood’s Magazine, ................. ..
(BooleChatis fiil e At 2 e
Carpenter and Builder. . ..........
Century .5 ...
Gosmopolitant. .l s ot ihe i g
Current Literature....... ...... ... ... ..

Educational Review.... ...

Pelecuica d iR bRl s B0 e
Forum
Good Housekeeping.......................
Goldthwaite’s Geographical Mag ...
Harper’s Monthly.....................

Library Journal.. .

Literary News................

Lippincott’s.... ..o vienvn e, ...
McMillan’s Magazine.................
NewsEnglande (0.0 ol 0 S0

North American Review. ...

Overland Monthly...............oovvoon..
Popular Science Monthly............... ..
Review of Reviews
StaNicholags U@ Sl & 2y bl

Scribnerist o Lol

Teacher’s Institute.................
IWAdoPAake sl i e ol

No.
Copies

L o N  SRC U U

= e

W = H W M 0 e H R e e

0

L = S )

BI-MONTHLIES

No.
Copies

Revue des Deux Mondes.............
Literary World.................

WEEKLIES

Bohemian Voice. Gift of Pub.... ........
Forest and Stream........................
HrankeLesliels.: . .o . . et
Harper’'s Bazar.............coovoenivese s
Harper’s Young People ..................
Harper's Weekly. ................. ...

Illustrated American ..

Illustrated London News............

Journal of Education ................

Littell’s Living Age......................
INEY S I G g

Notes and Queries..... .. ..

Puablishers Weekly.................. ....

School Journal............o...... ..

Scientific American
Scientific American, Supplement........

Youth’s Companion..... St aher SN

DAILIES

St. Joseph Daily News. Gift of Pab....
Omaha Daily Bee. Gift of Pub..........

| T L L Ry SRS E R TR S R e

£
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ANNUAL REPORT OF THE LIBRARY COMMITTEE.

It is the duty of this committee, month by month, to report on the lists of books =8

prepared by the Librarian as suitable and desirable to purchase for the Library. It is &8
hardly necessary to recapitulate these reports. They are in a large measure summed 3

up in the report of the Librarian.

We speak with satifaction of the very favorable contract made with the binder. It
has resulted in giving us good repairs on our worn books, and very choice additions 60

Periodical Literature.
H. L. FOOTE,

BARTON PITTS,
GEO. C. HULL,
Library Committee.

( Sigued)

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE ADMINISTRATION COMMITTEE.

To the President and Members of the Free Public Library, St. Joseph, Mo.:
GENTLEMEN :—Your Committee on Administration would respectfully submit
the following as the annual report required by Art. XII of the By-Laws.

On the 1st of May, 1892, Mr. Culver sent in his resignation as Librarian viry
unexpectedly, leaving his work in a very unsatisfactory and incomplete condition.
There were over 800 volumes in the Accession Room waiting to be catalogued and

numbered, and rendered available for public use.

Miss Senter was then appointed Acting Librarian by the Directors, and held that
position over two months. During this time, with the assistance of the President, the
records were written up, as full a report as possible was prepared for the Board aft its
annual meeting, and about two hundred books were catalogued and placed on §~

shelves.

On the first of July, 1892, the Board elected its present Librarian, Mr. H. L. Elme
dorf. He assumed the duties of his position July 10, and since that time a dis
advance in the usefulness and efficiency of the Library has been made. The [
number of new books which had accumulated during the term of office of the pre
ing librarian has been entirely disposed of. The more valuable of the magazines
received at the Reading Room have been bound and placed in the Reference Room.
Much has been done to render the Government books of service to the investigator.
Order and system have been introduced into the methods of borrowing and delivering :
books. Complaints of delay on the part of patrons of the Library have ceased. And
it is no mean tribute to the executive ability and courtesy to our Librarian to say, that
while he has been exacting in discipline, his best friends are his assistants.

In the'latter part of May, Miss Susie Douglas was engaged as a substitute or sub-
assistant at $10.00 per month. On the 1st of July Miss Douglas was advanced to the
position of regular assistant at $25.00 per month, to serve while the other assistants
were allowed their vacations. On the 1st of September Miss Douglas resumed the
position and salary of sub-assistant, and on the 1st of December her services were dis-

pensed; with, because no longer needed.
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